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This guideline should be adjusted to reflect your unique school context.
In this guideline there are 17 different topics (in no specific order) the school could use to foster parent school partnerships. Each of these topics comes from a list of those most often requested by parents that schools should address. Each topic gives only a brief outline of what could be included in a document developed by your school to grow parent school partnerships. 

After conducting a parent survey to help establish what parenting assistance parents require, select one or two of the most important topics and develop these for use during the year. Call in a professional to address parents on those topics, facilitate parent teacher workgroups, have teachers respond to what parents need to know and most importantly, support and assist parents to become even better at training their child. 

After the topics list this document is a checklist containing a few of the most important things parent could do to help reinforce parent school partnerships. 

ACSI has resources, online training and staff who would gladly assist parent and school become stronger together. 

Use the resource list at the end of this guideline to add detail and a wider understanding of topics. 

Partnering with Parents

Introduction
At [School Name], we believe that a child's education is a sacred journey, one undertaken in partnership between the family and the school. Building a strong foundation of mutual respect, open communication, and shared values is essential for fostering a thriving Christian learning community. This guideline outlines our commitment to partnering with parents and explores ways we would work together to nurture the intellectual, spiritual, and social well-being of your child(ren).

The Biblical Mandate 
The Bible provides a clear mandate for parents to raise their child in the way of God. 
Deuteronomy 6:6-7 instructs parents: These commandments I give you today must be on your hearts. Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. 
Proverbs 22:6 reminds us, Start children off on the way they should go, and even when they are old, they will not turn from it. 

[bookmark: _Hlk165918008]As a Christian school, we believe that parents entrust and share this mandate with the school on enrolment of their child in the school. As a school we partner together with families to fulfil this biblical responsibility.

The importance of parent and school partnerships.
Studies and practical experience show that learners with parents who are involved in the life of the school: 
1. Tend to achieve higher grades. 
2. Demonstrate better attendance.
3. Have a more positive attitude towards school.
4. Are socially and emotionally well-balanced.
5. Develop and grow a deeper spiritual awareness. 

	Roles and Responsibilities

	Parents 

	The South African Schools Act (SASA) outlines specific rights for parents in their child's education. 
1. The right to choose an appropriate school for their child based on religious and cultural beliefs.
2. The right to be informed about the school's curriculum, policies, and code of conduct.
3. The right to participate in the governance of the school, if applicable.
4. The right to raise concerns with the school administration and be heard fairly.

	The School

	We recognise and respect the rights of parents.  We will work with parents to ensure your rights are upheld and you actively participate in your child's education.
The school recognises that parents have the final responsibility for their child. We aim to honour this responsibility by supporting you in the training and educating of your child.



	Ambassadors for the Kingdom

	An ambassador, in the original sense of the word, is a person who represents their nation in a far-off land and becomes the “go-between”.  An ambassador builds good relationships, asks questions, listens well, is a person of good character, tells his/her story and invites others to participate.
In 2 Corinthians 5:20, we are called to be "ambassadors for Christ." This principle extends to parenting. As Christian parents, you are entrusted with the incredible responsibility of nurturing your child's spiritual growth and development. You are their first role models, shaping their understanding of faith and guiding them on their Christian journey. 
You are an ambassador for Christ if you are in a restored, reconciled, personal relationship with Him. 

	Parents 

	1. As an ambassador in your home, bring the knowledge of God’s kingdom to your child. 
2. Children are keen observers. Your life is the most powerful teaching tool. Live a life that exemplifies the Christian values you want to instil in your child, such as love, compassion, honesty, and forgiveness.
3. Integrate daily Bible reading, prayer, and devotional time into your family routine. This creates a foundation of faith and fosters open communication about spiritual matters.
4. Create a safe space for your child to ask questions and express their growing understanding about faith.
5. Use daily experiences and teachable moments with your child to discuss faith issues and the relevance of biblical principles. 
6. Display the fruits of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23) in your daily interactions – love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.
7. Make prayer a regular part of your family routine. Pray for your child's well-being, for others in need, and for a deeper understanding of God's word.
8. Make regular church attendance a priority and encourage your child to participate in age-appropriate activities offered by the church.

As a parent, you are also an ambassador of the school. Here are some ways you would represent the school positively:
1. Build relationships with the classmates and families of the children in the class. 
2. Become the go-between by inviting the school friends of your child to be reconciled to God. Disciple them along with your own child so that they become strong and effective citizens of the Kingdom of God.
3. Tell friends and family outside of the school community about the school and the benefits you and your child gain by being part of the school life. 
4. Recruit donors, sponsors and supporters and help advance the development of the school through your network of contacts. 
5. Contribute to Christian education by considering the establishing of scholarships/funding/grants or subsidies to enable children from the community to have the opportunity to attend a Christian school and in so doing, extend the reach of the school and the Kingdom.

	The School

	We believe that as ambassadors of Christ we should: 
1. Lead by example, demonstrating Christ-like attitudes and behaviours in all interactions with parents, learners, and the community, and inspiring others to do the same.
2. Create a supportive and nurturing environment where parents feel valued, heard, and respected as partners in the educational journey of their children.
3. Develop and implement programmes and activities aimed at reconciling learners to God, as well as nurturing spiritual growth and development among learners, parents, and staff.
4. Integrate Christian principles and values into the curriculum and school culture, providing opportunities for learners to explore and deepen their faith.
5. Engage with parents, learners, and the wider community through outreach initiatives, service projects, and partnerships with local churches and organisations.



	Communication

	Effective communication leads to understanding, good partnership, and trust between parents, the school, learners, and the broader community.

	Parents 

	Open communication between parents and staff is vital for a child's success. Here are some ways to foster effective communication:
1. Make use of the school's communication tools such as emails, newsletters, websites, and apps to stay informed about school events, policies, important announcements sport, extracurricular activities, and curriculum updates.
2. Schedule meetings with teachers to discuss your child's progress, address any concerns, and plan how to work together for the good of your child.  
3. Feel comfortable reaching out to teachers with questions or concerns and be receptive to communication from teachers regarding your child's progress.
4. Participate in school assemblies, and other events to stay connected with the school community.
5. Maintain open communication with teachers and school staff, expressing any issues or feedback in a respectful and constructive manner.
6. Offer feedback on communication methods and content to help the school improve its communication strategies and ensure they meet the needs of parents and learners.

	The School

	Open and consistent communication is the basis for a successful partnership between parents and the school. Here are some ways we will foster communication:
1. We will offer multiple means of communication, such as email, a school app, newsletters, social media, website, and a designated parent portal, to ensure parents receive timely information and can easily reach teachers and administrators.
2. Encourage regular communication between teachers and parents regarding academic progress and learner well-being.
3. We believe in open and honest communication, even when addressing challenges and will therefore work with parents to find solutions that benefit both the learner and the school community. 
4. Provide timely updates on school events, curriculum changes, and other relevant information to keep parents and learners informed and engaged.
5. Encourage and facilitate two-way communication between parents, learners, and school staff, ensuring that concerns, questions, and feedback are addressed promptly and effectively.



	Biblical Discipline

	Biblical discipline at home and school nurtures character, integrity, and spiritual growth in learners. Biblical discipline is not about harsh punishment, but about loving correction and guidance that helps children develop self-control and make wise choices. By working together, parents and teachers can ensure that discipline at home and school is consistent, reinforces positive behaviour and encourages spiritual growth.
1. Discipline should always be rooted in love and concern for the child's well-being (Hebrews 12:7).
2. Setting clear and consistent expectations for behaviour helps children understand what is expected of them (Proverbs 29:15).
3. Maintaining open communication allows for discussion about choices and consequences, so that children learn responsibility (Proverbs 15:32).
4. Consequences for misbehaviour should be age-appropriate, fair, and consistent (Proverbs 13:24).
5. The ultimate goal of discipline is to help children learn from their mistakes and grow in their faith (Hebrews 12:11).

	Parents 

	1. Ensure that disciplinary practices at home align with the values and principles taught at school, so that there is continuity and reinforcement of what happens at school.
2. Support the school's disciplinary practices by discussing and implementing qualities such as taking responsibility, building respect, and learning about self-control in the home setting.  
3. Maintain open communication with the school so that support for you can be put in place as you parent through different ages, grades and phases – discipline principles stay the same but adjustments need to be made as the child grows older. 
4. Collaborate with the school to address, according to the school discipline policy, any behavioural issues or challenges your child may be facing that relates to school, then work together to find solutions and support strategies.
5. Provide spiritual guidance and mentorship to your child, emphasising the importance of biblical principles in shaping their behaviour and character.

	The School

	We believe that discipline should be a lifestyle based on obedience and doing what is right according to the Bible. It is a long-term training and discipling of learners. To help parents build this into the lives of their child we will: 
1. Work closely with parents in the discipline process, providing guidance, resources, and support to help reinforce discipline practices at home and school, ensuring a unified approach to character development.
2. Clearly communicate behavioural expectations and consequences to learners, parents, and staff, ensuring a shared understanding of the school's disciplinary framework.
3. Recognise and celebrate positive behaviour and character traits through praise, rewards, and encouragement, reinforcing the value of righteous conduct.
4. Promote a supportive and nurturing environment where learners feel safe to address and learn from their mistakes so that grace and redemption is lived out.
5. Implement disciplinary measures consistently and fairly, applying biblical principles of love, grace, and accountability in guiding learners towards growth and maturity.




	Family and School Values

	Values are deeply held beliefs and principles that guide behaviour and decision-making, shaping individuals' character and worldview.
When family values and school values are aligned, it sends a unified message to children. For example, if a family prioritises honesty, the school's emphasis on academic integrity reinforces this value. This consistency creates a strong foundation for moral development and positive behaviour.
We understand that each family has its unique set of values. By practicing open communication and working together, we can create a learning environment where family values and school values complement and support each other.

	Parents 

	Family values are the core principles that guide a family's behaviour and decision-making. They shape the moral compass of children and influence their development into well-rounded individuals. 
1. Take time to establish the core values that are important to your family. Discuss how family values align with the values promoted by the school.
2. Engage in open discussions with your children about family values, explaining their significance and relevance in everyday life.
3. Lead by example by consistently demonstrating the values you wish to instil in your children through your own words and actions.
4. Establish family rituals and traditions that reinforce your values, such as shared meals, prayer or meditation, and acts of service.
5. Provide opportunities for your children to practice and internalise family values through praise, encouragement, and gentle correction when necessary.
6. Nurture a spirit of compassion and service by encouraging children to care for others and contribute positively to their community.

	The School

	Our school values are [Insert school values here]
We believe that the school's predominant values readily align with strong family values. This creates a consistency between home and school which reinforces positive learner behaviour. We integrate Christian values and principles into our curriculum and school culture and partner with families to nurture growth in learners as we: 
1. Integrate core values into all aspects of school life, including curriculum, policies, and extracurricular activities, to reinforce their importance and relevance.
2. Offer dedicated character education programmes and initiatives that teach qualities such as integrity, empathy, and resilience.
3. Ensure that staff are positive role models who embody the school's values and serve as mentors and guides for learners.
4. Engage parents, learners, and the broader community in activities and events that promote and celebrate shared values.
5. Regularly ask for feedback from parents, learners, and staff regarding the effectiveness of values education initiatives, and use this input to continually refine and enhance the school's approach to values building.
6. Encourage Christian character development through service and involvement in outreach projects.




	Policy Implementation and Support

	Building good relationships through policies that support and direct parent and school interactions. 

	Parents 

	Parents need to:
1. Take the time to understand school policies, parent handbooks, and guidelines to ensure alignment with school expectations.
2. Actively seek out information about how policies are implemented by school management, teachers, and administrators.
3. Ask questions when clarification is needed about specific policies and the content.
4. Engage in discussions or forums where school policies are explained or discussed to gain deeper insights.
5. Offer constructive feedback on policies or procedures to contribute to their effectiveness and relevance in the school community.

	The School

	We believe that policy guides, protects and explains how the school, parents and learners function together to promote the best interests of all involved in the educational journey.  The school will:
1. Host orientation sessions or workshops for parents at the beginning of each academic year to familiarise parents with essential policy content and procedures.
2. Designate a staff member or staff team as the primary point of contact for parents regarding policy-related inquiries or concerns, ensuring prompt and effective communication.
3. Facilitate the formation of parent support groups where parents can discuss policy-related issues and support each other.
4. Establish parent committees to provide input and feedback on school policies and initiatives.
5. On occasion, organise events or seminars aimed at introducing or explaining new or changes to educational policies and their implications.


[bookmark: _Hlk165960497]
	Promoting Emotional and Social Health

	Promoting social and emotional health nurtures well-being and resilience in learners, preparing them for life's opportunities and readies them to meet challenges and setbacks.

	Parents 

	1. Foster a loving and nurturing home environment where your child feels secure and supported, can safely, openly, and freely express their emotions in the right way and is daily trained to grow in the fruit of the spirit. Galatians 5:22.
2. Practice active listening skills to understand your child's feelings, concerns, thinking and ideas. Offer biblically based guidance and support when things go wrong.
3. Encourage your child to build positive relationships with family, friends, and classmates. Teach them social skills like empathy, communication, and conflict resolution that are key to maintaining good relationships.
4. Demonstrate healthy communication, conflict resolution, and empathy in your interactions with family members and others.
5. Celebrate your child's achievements, both big and small. Offer encouragement and positive reinforcement to build their confidence and understand their value as an image bearer of God.
6. Support your child's self-expression through creative outlets such as art, music, or journaling, allowing them to explore and process their emotions.
7. Equip your child with practical coping strategies for managing stress, anxiety, and other emotions, such as deep breathing exercises or mindfulness techniques.
8. Encourage acts of kindness and expressions of gratitude within the family. 


	The School

	We believe that helping learners build strong social and emotional skills is a valuable part of learning and will achieve this as we:
1. Focus on developing character qualities such as compassion, forgiveness, and resilience that lead to emotional intelligence and social skills development.
2. Create a safe, supportive environment where learners are accepted, valued, and trained to be victorious in trials and temptations. 
3. Provide access to pastoral care, Christian counselling services or support groups for learners experiencing emotional or social challenges, offering guidance rooted in biblical principles so that each learner understands their God-given purpose, finds hope, and develops endurance.
4. Facilitate peer support networks or mentoring programmes where learners connect with and support one another in times of need.
5. Help learners deepen their faith through studying the Word, serving others, and growing in holiness. 





	Dangers of Digital and Social Media

	Digital media refers to electronic media content that is stored in digital formats, such as text, images, videos, and audio, and can be transmitted over digital networks. This includes various forms of online content, such as websites, blogs, podcasts, and online news articles.
Social media refers to online platforms and websites that allow users to create, share, and interact with content, as well as connect with other users. Examples of social media platforms include Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, LinkedIn, TikTok, and Snapchat. These platforms often facilitate communication, networking, and sharing of user-generated content among individuals and communities.
Understanding and addressing the risks of digital and social media usage promotes safe and responsible online behaviour for children and adolescents

	Parents 

	The digital world presents both opportunities and dangers for children. Here's how parents could navigate these challenges:
1. Talk openly and age appropriately with your child about responsible online behaviour, cyberbullying, the risks of oversharing personal information and online predators.
2. Set clear guidelines and boundaries for your child's use of digital and social media platforms, including screen time limits and appropriate content guidelines. 
3. Monitor their online activities and set age-appropriate restrictions by using parental control tools and software if necessary to ensure their safety.
4. Teach your child to think critically about the content they encounter online, questioning sources, and evaluating the credibility of information. Then, encourage your child be respectful online, and think before they post.
5. Maintain open and ongoing communication with your child about their online experiences, encouraging them to come to you with any concerns or questions.

	The School

	We believe that working in partnership with parents will assist in raising awareness on the dangers of digital and social media. As a school we will: 
1. Host workshops or seminars for parents on the dangers of digital and social media, providing guidance on how to support their children in navigating online risks.
2. Integrate lessons and workshops into the curriculum that educate learners about online safety, digital literacy, and responsible social media usage.
3. Implement cyberbullying prevention programmes and initiatives that teach learners how to recognise, prevent, and respond to cyberbullying.
4. Provide access to online safety resources and support services for parents and learners, including information on privacy settings, reporting mechanisms, and support hotlines.
5. Work hand-in -hand with experts in digital safety, community organisations, law enforcement agencies, and mental health professionals to raise awareness about the dangers of digital and social media and promote a coordinated response to online safety concerns.




	Support from the School

	Accessing support from the school leads to learners' academic, emotional, and social growth. It also allows parents to gain support and enables school staff to understand the needs of the family and learner more clearly.

	Parents 

	1. Be proactive and do not wait for a crisis to seek support. If your child is experiencing academic challenges or difficulties understanding certain subjects or concepts, reach out to the school for additional support and resources as soon as possible.
2. If you notice concerning behaviour or changes in your child's behaviour at home, seek guidance and assistance from the school to address any underlying issues and implement appropriate interventions. Come prepared to clearly express your concerns. Provide specific details about the situation, including dates, times, and any witnesses if relevant.
3. If your child is struggling emotionally, whether due to stress, anxiety, or other factors, communicate with the school to explore available support services and strategies to help your child cope and thrive.
4. If your child has special educational needs or requires accommodations, work with the school to develop an individualized education plan (IEP) or support plan tailored to your child's unique needs.
5. If your family is facing challenges or crises that may impact your child's well-being or academic performance, inform the school so that they can provide appropriate support and accommodations.

	The School

	We believe in the God given injunction to care and support each learner. To do this we will:
1. Take a biblical approach to learner support addressing not only academic needs but also spiritual, social, emotional, and physical well-being to ensure that learners thrive in all aspects of their development.
2. Maintain open and ongoing communication with you, keeping you informed about your child's progress, challenges, and the school's efforts to support his or her needs.
3. Collaborate with you as parents to develop individualised support plans for learners with academic, behavioural, or emotional needs, ensuring that interventions and accommodations are tailored to each child's unique circumstances.
4. Provide access to a range of resources and support services, including tutoring, pastoral care, counselling, and special education services, to address your child’s needs and promote his or her success.
5. Invest in ongoing professional development for staff members to enhance their skills and knowledge in areas such as differentiated instruction, behaviour management, and social/emotional support.



	Parent Involvement

	Parental involvement refers to the active participation, engagement, and collaboration of parents or guardians in their child's education and school community. This involvement can take various forms, including attending school events, volunteering in classrooms, communicating with teachers, supporting learning at home, and participating in parent organisations or decision-making processes within the school. Parent Involvement with the school helps parents to actively engage with teachers, staff, and other parents. It also fosters a strong partnership between home and school, enhancing learner success as well as increasing school effectiveness.

	Parents 

	Parent involvement extends beyond attending school events. Here are ways parents can actively participate in their child's school life:
1. Consider participating in parent-teacher groups, governance, or leadership structures if you are interested in contributing to school policies and decision-making.
2. Join parent-teacher initiatives as these provide opportunities for parents to connect with the school community, participate in fundraising activities, support school initiatives and advocate for the needs of learners and families.
3. Maintain open communication with your child's teachers, sharing information about your child's strengths, challenges, and interests, and collaborating on strategies to support their learning.
4. Be on the sidelines at sport events, attend each planned activity, attend meetings, and participate in school initiatives. 
5. Through active engagement and feedback, involved parents contribute to ongoing efforts to assess and improve school programmes, policies, and practices, ensuring that the school remains responsive to the changing needs of its learners.

Volunteering your time and skills at school is a rewarding way to support your child and the school community. Parent volunteers demonstrate the importance of community involvement and service, setting a positive example for learners and instilling values of selflessness and responsibility. Parent involvement strengthens the support network within the school community, creates a sense of belonging and develops a sense shared responsibility for the well-being and success of all learners.

Parent volunteers contribute valuable time, resources, and expertise to school initiatives and programmes, enriching the school and promoting school improvement. 
Here are some practical examples of what this would look like: -
1. Assist teachers with classroom support tasks like preparing materials, organising libraries, or supervising small groups during activities.
2. Share your knowledge and experience through a mentoring programme for learners in areas you are passionate about.
3. Help organise school events, bake sales, or fundraising initiatives to support school programmes and activities.
4. Offer to share your special skills and expertise in areas such as music, arts, or technology by leading workshops or presentations for learners, and sometimes even teachers!
5. Offer to help with administrative and clerical tasks such as photocopying, filing, or managing a school library.

	The School

	We believe in the value of parents being involved and contributing to the school for the benefit of all. To foster this, we will:
1. Conduct a needs assessment or survey to understand the interests, skills, and availability of parents, and tailor involvement opportunities to match their preferences and abilities.
2. Offer a variety of involvement opportunities that cater to different interests, schedules, and strengths, such as classroom volunteering, event planning committees, or mentoring programmes.
3. Plan guidelines and training session to equip parents to be effective when they volunteer. 
4. Designate a staff member or parent volunteer coordinator to facilitate communication, coordinate volunteer efforts, and match parents with opportunities that align with their interests and availability.
5. Host family events and activities that bring parents and children together for shared learning experiences, such as family literacy nights, STEM workshops, or cultural celebrations.
6. Develop specialised programmes or initiatives to engage specific groups of parents, such as language-specific parent groups, parent leadership councils, or support groups for parents of learners with special needs.
7. Establish a parent advisory council or committee comprised of a range of parent representatives to provide input, feedback, and ideas on school policies, programmes, and initiatives.
8. Offer virtual engagement opportunities for parents who may have scheduling constraints or prefer to participate remotely, such as online forums, webinars, or virtual parent-teacher conferences.
9. Celebrate and showcase the contributions of parents to the school community through recognition events, newsletters, social media shoutouts, or awards ceremonies.
10. Establish a feedback mechanism for parents to share their ideas, suggestions, and concerns about parental involvement efforts, and use this input to continually improve and adapt strategies for engaging parents.




	Monitoring a Child's Performance

	Monitoring your child's performance involves actively observing and assessing their spiritual, academic, social, and emotional progress. This helps understand their strengths and weaknesses and identify areas where they might need extra support. 

	Parents 

	1. Regularly review your child's assignments, tests, class work and grades to see you’re your child is learning. From the work, gauge their understanding of the material and identify areas where additional support may be needed.
2. Check completed homework assignments, tests, and projects to assess your child's understanding.
3. Attend and actively participate in parent-teacher conferences to discuss your child's progress, learning goals, academic progress, behaviour, your concerns, and any areas requiring improvement.
4. Use the established school communication channels to access school reports, online portals, and communication tools to stay updated on your child's grades, attendance, learning material and teacher feedback.
5. Talk to your child about their school day, challenges they face, and areas they find interesting. Offer support, encouragement, and guidance to your child as they navigate academic challenges and celebrate their achievements and progress along the way. Encourage open communication with your child to understand their perspective on their learning journey.

	The School

	We believe that parents are valuable partners in monitoring their child’s performance. To this end we will:
1. Provide parents with access to regular progress reports, report cards, and online portals where they can track their child's academic performance and attendance.
2. Conduct regular parent-teacher conferences to discuss learner progress, strengths, areas for improvement, and strategies for support both at home and at school.
3. Notify you when your child experiences ongoing difficulties in class or when there is a sudden change in performance. 
4. Send a note home should the child not be doing homework, class work or studying for exams. Should there be little or no improvement in performance, the note will be followed by a call to you, then by a request for a parent-teacher meeting. 
5. Offer academic support resources and interventions, such as tutoring, homework help, or enrichment programmes, to assist learners who may be struggling or would benefit from additional challenges.



	Supporting Children's Learning at Home

	Supporting children's learning at home involves providing resources, guidance, and encouragement to help them succeed academically outside of the classroom environment.

	Parents 

	1. Take virtual field trips to museums, historical sites, or cultural landmarks using online resources and interactive platforms to supplement classroom learning with real-world experiences.
2. Engage in family project-based learning activities where children and parents work together on hands-on projects or investigations that integrate multiple subjects and encourage creativity, problem solving and critical thinking.
3. Explore outdoor learning opportunities by taking nature walks, observing wildlife, or conducting science experiments in the backyard, promoting inquiry-based learning and an awareness of the Creator in the natural world.
4. Encourage storytelling and creative writing at home by writing and illustrating original stories, creating multimedia presentations, or participating in online storytelling workshops to develop literacy skills and foster imagination.
5. Turn cooking and meal preparation into life skills experiences by involving children in planning, shopping for ingredients, and cooking meals together, while also discussing topics such as nutrition, measurements, and cultural food traditions.

	The School

	While the school provides a structured learning environment, parents play the irreplaceable role of a child's first and most influential teacher. Here are some ways we support parents in laying a strong foundation for successful learning:
1. Support parenting by holding workshops and seminars on topics such as effective learning approaches, creating a positive learning environment at home, proven discipline strategies and understanding age-appropriate developmental milestones. 
2. Offer a resource library with online materials and printable resources to support parents in various aspects of their child's education.
3. Hold family events where parents and children participate in fun and engaging activities, highlight a variety of skills, and add another dimension to informal learning. Shared parent/school/child learning experience would reinforce the importance of reading, maths, and the development of essential skills.
4. Through regular newsletters, parent-teacher conferences, and communication channels, we will share information about the school curriculum, learning goals, and ways in which parents support their child's learning journey. 
5. We will provide resources and support to parents as they integrate Christian values into their child's daily life. This could include linking prayer at school with prayer at home, using a Bible curriculum for family devotions, discussing biblical principles related to schoolwork or behaviour, and steps to take to develop a spirit of compassion and service within the family that would lead to reaching out to the community.




	Homework and Classwork

	Homework and classwork refer to the activities, workbook material, assignments and tasks assigned by teachers to reinforce learning and assess learners' understanding of concepts taught in the classroom.

	Parents 

	While the primary responsibility for completing homework lies with the older learner, we believe parental involvement is essential for seeing that homework gets done neatly, correctly and within an allocated time frame. Homework is an opportunity for children to practice skills learned in class and reinforce concepts. Here's how parents can effectively support and supervise homework: 
1. Designate a quiet and well-lit space at home with minimal distractions as a dedicated study area. This creates a sense of purpose and promotes focus during study time.
2. Consider your child's age, learning style, and energy levels when creating a study routine. Be flexible and adjust the schedule as needed.
3. Allocate specific times each day for homework, projects, and independent study. For older children, consider maintaining a schedule for study time, even on weekends, to avoid last-minute cramming and ensure a regular rhythm for learning.
4. Model positive attitudes towards learning and homework by expressing interest, curiosity, and enthusiasm for the topics being studied.
5. Foster independence and self-reliance by encouraging your child to attempt homework assignments on their own before seeking assistance.
6. Be available to answer questions, offer guidance and support to your child when they encounter difficulties with homework, but encourage them to problem-solve, find solutions, and think critically.
7. Help your child break down larger assignments into smaller, manageable tasks to prevent your child being overwhelmed, but rather bring about a sense of accomplishment.
8. Review completed homework to ensure your child grasps the concepts and identify areas where they might need additional help.
9. Recognise and celebrate your child's efforts and progress with homework, focusing on the process rather than just the result.
10. View homework as an opportunity for additional learning and reinforcement of classroom concepts, rather than just a task to be completed.
11. Communicate with teachers regarding homework expectations, workload, and any challenges your child faces.
12. Encourage a balanced approach to homework that prioritises well-being, family time, and extracurricular activities alongside academic responsibilities.

	The School

	Homework plays a significant role in reinforcing classroom learning and developing good study habits. We will strive to:
1. Train staff to set clear and achievable homework goals that complement classroom instruction.
2. Provide clear and consistent communication to parents about homework assignments, expectations, difficulties with doing homework.
3. Establish clear guidelines and policies regarding homework, including the purpose, frequency, and expected level of parent involvement, to ensure consistency across classrooms and grade levels.
4. Offer resources and tools for parents to support homework completion at home, such as online tutorials, homework hotlines, or parent guides on effective homework strategies.
5. Ensure that parents can reach teachers to ask questions, voice concerns, or ask for clarification regarding homework assignments, either through email, phone calls, or in scheduled office hours.
6. Host workshops or information sessions for parents on topics related to homework support, such as time management, study skills, or subject-specific strategies.
7. Provide timely feedback to parents on their child's homework performance, strengths, areas for improvement, and strategies for supporting their learning at home.
8. Offer differentiated support and resources for parents based on their child's individual needs, learning style, and grade level, to ensure that all parents feel capable and empowered to help with homework.
9. Partner with community organisations, libraries, or tutoring centres to provide additional support and resources for parents who may need assistance with homework.
10. Establish clear channels for ongoing communication between parents and teachers about homework-related matters, such as online platforms, newsletters, or parent-teacher conferences.
11. Encourage and recognise parents' efforts and contributions to supporting their child's homework completion!



 
	Dealing with Bullying

	Bullying is defined as repeated, intentional behaviour that involves an imbalance of power, where one or more individuals use aggression, coercion, or intimidation to harm or control another person physically, emotionally, or socially.
Behaviour crosses the line to bullying when: 
1. The behaviour occurs repeatedly over time, rather than being an isolated incident.
2. The behaviour is intentional, purposeful, and aimed at causing harm or distress to the victim.
3. There is a perceived or actual power imbalance between the aggressor(s) and the victim, with the aggressor(s) exerting control or influence over the victim.
4. The behaviour results in harm, whether physical, emotional, or social, to the victim, impacting their well-being and ability to participate in daily activities. 
Dealing with bullying involves taking proactive measures to address and prevent instances of harassment, intimidation, or harm within the school community.

	Parents 

	Bullying can have a devastating impact on a child's well-being. Here are some ways to address it:
1. Teach your child about the different forms of bullying, how to recognise them, and strategies for responding assertively and seeking help when needed.
2. Encourage your child to communicate openly with you about any and every time they experience bullying and listen attentively to what they say without judgment or blame.
3. Help your child develop resilience and self-confidence through positive reinforcement, affirmations, and activities that promote their God given value as an image bearer and assertiveness.
4. Role-play bullying scenarios with your child to practice assertive communication, boundary-setting, and de-escalation strategies in a safe and supportive environment.
5. If your child speaks about incidents of bullying, encourage your child to keep a written record or journal of bullying incidents, including dates, times, locations, and descriptions of the behaviour and individuals involved.
6. Offer emotional support and validation to your child, reassuring them that they are not alone and that you are there to help them navigate through difficult situations.
7. Encourage your child to seek support from trusted friends, classmates, or mentors who can provide additional care and on-the-spot intervention in dealing with bullying.
8. Report incidents of bullying to the school promptly and provide any relevant documentation or evidence to validate your child's account, seeking immediate intervention and support.
9. Work together with school staff, including teachers, pastoral caregivers, counsellors, and administrators, to develop a comprehensive plan for addressing and preventing bullying, and follow up regularly on its implementation and effectiveness.
10. Advocate for stronger policy implementation or changes, awareness campaigns, and initiatives within the school community to promote a culture of kindness, empathy, and respect, and to prevent bullying from occurring in the future.

	The School

	We believe that biblical character development and relationship principles should be in place in the school. Here is how the school will work to prevent bullying and deal with any and every incident of bullying:
1. Establish clear and comprehensive anti-bullying policies based on biblical principles of justice, fairness, and love for one another, and ensure that they are effectively communicated, enforced, and upheld.
2. Build a culture of respect and acceptance within the school community, emphasising the inherent value and worth of every individual as created in the image of God.
3. Integrate lessons on empathy, kindness, and compassion into the curriculum, rooted in biblical teachings on loving one another and treating others as we would want to be treated.
4. Offer pastoral care and counselling services to learners and their families who have experienced bullying or who may be struggling with feelings of hurt, anger, or shame, by providing emotional support and biblical teaching on dealing with bullying.
5. Implement restorative justice practices toward the learner who is bullying. The focus would be on repairing harm, restoring relationships, developing accountability, and bringing about repentance and reconciliation, in accordance with biblical principles of forgiveness.
6. Provide learners with training and education in the use of skills and tools such as: - conflict resolution, nonviolent communication skills, dealing with anger as well as past hurts by drawing on biblical teachings of reconciliation.
7. Equip learners with the skills and tools to be peacemakers and advocates for change within their peer groups and the broader school community, empowering them to stand up against bullying to promote a culture of kindness and grace.
8. Create peer mentorship programmes where older learners mentor and support younger learners and in so doing build positive peer relationships and provide role models who, as young people of character live out the values of respect, love and courage.  
9. Offer training and professional development for staff members on identifying, addressing, and preventing bullying behaviour that enables them to intervene effectively and supportively when incidents occur.
10. Engage parents and guardians as partners in bullying prevention efforts, providing resources, guidance, and opportunities to work together in unity a united against bullying for the well-being of all learners.




	Helping your child be a Peacemaker 

	In Matthew 5:9 [Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God} Jesus encourages us to be peacemakers. Those who put their faith in Him and work toward making peace in their own relationships and bringing about peace between others will receive the reward of being called the children of God.
The peacemaker initiates reconciliation when others have wronged them. The peacemaker is quick to repent when they have wronged others. In a world where we choose to avoid conflict, peacemakers commit to move toward peaceful relationships.
Helping your child to become a peacemaker involves nurturing their empathy, conflict resolution skills, and helping them understand how to overlook offenses, resolve issues, forgive, and correct or be corrected.  

	Parents 

	Here's how to help your child navigate toward becoming a peacemaker:
1. Serve as a positive role model for your child by demonstrating empathy, kindness, and peaceful conflict resolution skills in your own interactions and relationships.
2. Help your child to consider the perspectives, feelings, and experiences of others during their interactions and before deciding how they will respond in a situation.
3. Teach your child effective communication skills, such as active listening, expressing feelings and needs assertively, and using "I" statements.
4. Encourage your child to practice forgiveness, reconciliation, and working with facts and not feelings during a conflict. This is most effective when applying biblical teachings, especially those of forgiveness, selflessness and relationship building.
5. Provide opportunities for your child to engage in acts of service that benefit others with no immediate or tangible reward.  This may be through volunteering, community service projects, church outreaches or random acts of kindness that involve thought, preparation, and sacrifice.

	The School

	We will establish learning opportunities that reflect peacekeeping principles for learners and parents as we:
1. Implement a biblical peace education curriculum that helps learners understand that being a peacemaker in a conflict situation is an opportunity to solve common problems in a way that honours God and offers learning and growth opportunities to those involved in the conflict. 
2. With older learners, establish a peer mediation programme where learners receive training in conflict resolution skills and serve as mediators to help resolve conflicts among their peers.
3. Teach skills such as how negotiation, mediation and arbitration help in dealing with conflict, how to speak the truth in love, deal with sinful behaviour and practice repentance. 
4. Offer workshops, seminars, and resources for parents on topics related to raising peacemakers, including communication skills, conflict resolution strategies, and using the Matthew 18 principle for solving conflict.
5. Foster a school-wide culture of peace, respect, and understanding of unity through school policies, school ceremonies, sport and activities that promote kindness, empathy, and cooperation, and involve parents in shaping and reinforcing this culture.




	Make Reading a Habit

	Making reading a habit involves encouraging children to engage in regular reading activities at home, fostering a love for reading and instilling the value of literacy.

	Parents 

	Reading is a fundamental skill that unlocks a world of knowledge and fosters a love of lifelong learning. Here are some ways parents can help make reading a habit at home:
1. Demonstrate a love for reading by regularly reading and modelling reading as a pleasurable and valuable activity. Follow this by sharing with your child a few ideas from each book you read. 
2. Establish a cosy and inviting reading environment at home with a variety of books, magazines, and other reading materials readily available and accessible to your child. Decorate this space with cushions, posters, and special lights.
3. Set aside dedicated time each day for your child to read, whether independently, with a parent, or as a family, to establish reading as a regular and enjoyable part of your child's routine.
4. Allow your child to choose books that interest them and offer a variety of reading materials to cater to their diverse interests and preferences.
5. Read aloud to your child regularly, taking turns reading and discussing books to enhance comprehension, vocabulary, and critical thinking skills.
6. Encourage your child to engage in discussions about what they are reading, asking questions, sharing opinions, and making connections to their own experiences. Incorporate activities such as storytelling, using funny voices, adding props (clothes, scarf or a hat), acting out scenes from books or using puppets to create new interest. 
7. Take regular trips to the library with your child to explore new books, attend story time sessions, and participate in library programmes and events that promote reading.
8. Integrate reading into everyday activities and routines, such as cooking, gardening, or traveling, to show your child that reading is relevant and valuable in all parts of life.
9. Be patient and supportive as your child develops their reading skills, offering encouragement, praise, and assistance when needed, and celebrating their progress along the way.
10. Celebrate your child's reading achievements and milestones, whether it's finishing a book, mastering a new skill, or discovering a new favourite author.

	The School

	As a school, we will help make sure that reading is well established for each learner to achieve at the highest level of reading as is possible. In addition to teaching reading in the lower grades and offering help to learners who have difficulty with reading, we will:
1. Offer parent reading workshops that provide strategies, tips, and resources for supporting reading at home, including guidance on selecting books, fostering comprehension, and promoting a love for reading.
2. Provide parents with access to reading resources, booklists, and recommendations tailored to different age groups, interests, and reading levels to help them choose engaging and appropriate books for their child.
3. Organise family reading events and activities, such as author visits, book fairs, or family literacy nights, that promote reading as a shared and enjoyable experience for parents and children alike.
4. Implement reading challenges, contests, or incentive programs that encourage learners and families to read regularly and track their reading progress together.
5. Facilitate parent-child book clubs or reading groups where families come together to discuss books, share recommendations, and build a sense of community around reading.
6. Provide access to e-books and audiobooks through the school library or online platforms, allowing families to conveniently access a wide range of reading materials from home.
7. Make use of parent engagement platforms or newsletters to share tips, ideas, and resources for promoting reading at home, and to celebrate and showcase learner and family reading achievements.
8. Offer reading support services, such as reading intervention programmes or tutoring, for learners who may need additional assistance to develop their reading skills.
9. Promote reading initiatives and programmes of the local library to provide families with access to library resources and services that support reading at home.
10. Provide professional development opportunities for teachers on best practices in promoting reading at home to ensure effective support of parents.




	Encourage Good School Attendance

	Good school attendance is essential for learners to fully engage in learning, building strong academic skills, and achieving individual educational goals. Regular attendance also fosters a sense of responsibility, accountability, and commitment to learning, preparing learners for future success in school and beyond.

	Parents 

	Regular school attendance is essential for academic success. Here are some ways parents encourage good attendance: -
1. Set a consistent daily routine for waking up, getting ready for school, and leaving for school on time, to ensure your child arrives at school before the first bell rings and is well-prepared for the day.
2. Keep track of your child's attendance and promptly address any patterns of late arrival. Inform the school promptly of any absences and provide necessary documentation. With older learners try to identify and address any underlying issues or barriers to attendance.
3. Clearly communicate the importance of regular attendance to your child, emphasising the value of education and the impact that consistent attendance has on their academic progress and future opportunities.
4. Take proactive steps to ensure your child's physical and mental health, including regular check-ups, adequate rest, and healthy habits, to minimise the risk of illness-related absences.
5. Encourage a positive attitude towards school and learning in your child by showing enthusiasm, interest, and support for their educational journey, and by addressing any concerns or challenges they may face in a supportive and encouraging manner.

	The School

	We believe that school attendance needs to be prioritised and so to help parents have the children at school we will:
1. Establish clear and consistent attendance policies and procedures that outline expectations, consequences, and supports for learners and families, ensuring that parents understand the importance of regular attendance and their role in supporting it.
2. Conduct awareness campaigns and initiatives that highlight the importance of good attendance and promote positive attitudes towards school attendance among learners and parents.
3. Identify and address attendance issues early through monitoring and intervention strategies, offering support and resources to families to address any barriers or challenges to attendance.
4. Implement positive reinforcement strategies, such as attendance awards, recognition programmes, or incentives for improved attendance, to motivate and reward learners and families for maintaining good attendance habits.
5. Work closely with community partners, such as social services agencies, healthcare providers, or local organisations, to provide additional support and resources to families facing attendance-related challenges to address underlying issues impacting attendance.




	Physical Health 

	Physical health encompasses the overall well-being of an individual's body and involves maintaining healthy habits, nutrition, and physical activity to support optimal growth and development. Raising health-conscious children instils lifelong habits that promote physical well-being, reduce the risk of chronic diseases, and enhance overall quality of life. Exercise and good training in sport is of value considering the amount of time many children spend in front of screens for the purpose of learning or recreation. Physical bodies are created by God, and with that comes a responsibility to honour Him in maintaining good health and care for our bodies. 

	Parents 

	Parents play the most important role in health care and ensure good physical health when they:
1. Promote healthy habits by serving well-balanced, nutritious meals that include a variety of fruits, vegetables, whole grains, lean proteins, and dairy products to support healthy growth and development.
2. Encourage regular physical activity and playtime, both indoors and outdoors, to promote physical fitness, coordination, and motor skills development.
3. Teach children good hygiene habits, such as handwashing, dental care, and personal grooming, and provide a safe environment that minimises the risk of accidents and injuries.
4. Establish consistent bedtime routines and ensure that children get adequate sleep each night, as sufficient rest is essential for physical health, growth, and cognitive functioning.
5. Schedule regular medical and dental checkups to ensure your child's health is monitored and any potential issues are addressed promptly.
6. Set limits on screen time, including TV, computer, and mobile device usage, and encourage alternative activities that promote physical movement and engagement.
7. Educate your child about safety precautions at home, school, and in the community. This includes stranger danger, road safety, and internet safety.
8. Encourage open communication about their physical health. Be approachable for questions or concerns they may have about their bodies or developing changes.

	The School

	We believe in promoting physical health in our learners, and to this end we will work together with parents to:
1. Develop and implement a comprehensive physical education curriculum that provides learners with opportunities to develop fundamental movement skills, learn about the importance of physical fitness, and participate in a variety of age-appropriate physical activities and sports.
2. Conduct regular fitness assessments to monitor learners' physical fitness levels, track progress over time, and identify areas for improvement, providing personalised support and interventions as needed.
3. Offer a range of extracurricular sports programmes and activities that cater to learners' diverse interests and abilities, providing opportunities for participation, skill development, and teamwork.
4. Provide safe and accessible spaces for learners to engage in active play as well as structured physical education classes to support physical activity and sports participation.
5. Implement health promotion initiatives and campaigns that raise awareness about the importance of physical activity, healthy eating, and overall well-being, and provide resources and support to learners and families in adopting healthy lifestyle habits.





	
Comprehensive Parent Checklist: Supporting Your Child's Growth
This checklist is designed to help enthusiastic, caring, and involved parents ensure they are providing a well-rounded and supportive environment for their child's growth. It encompasses various aspects of your child's life, from spiritual development to practical responsibilities and family bonding.
Remember, this is a guide, not a rigid schedule. Adapt it to your family's routine and your child's age and capabilities.
Spiritual Development
· Daily Bible Reading: Dedicate time each day for family Bible reading. Choose age-appropriate passages and alternate between reading aloud and taking turns.
· Devotional Time: Set aside time for personal or family devotions that include prayer, reading the Word, and discussion.
· Church Attendance: Make regular church attendance a priority. Encourage your child to participate in age-appropriate activities offered by the church.
· Prayer: Integrate prayer into daily routines. Pray before meals, at bedtime, and for specific needs that arise.
· Discuss Faith Issues: Create an open and safe space for your child to ask questions about faith and discuss their growing understanding of God's word.
Academic Support
· Review Schoolwork: Regularly check your child's homework assignments and completed schoolwork. Offer guidance and support without doing the work for them.
· Communicate with Teachers: Maintain open communication with your child's teachers. Attend parent-teacher conferences and actively participate in school events.
· Create a Study Space: Designate a quiet and well-lit space at home with minimal distractions as a dedicated study area.
· Help Develop Good Study Habits: Encourage your child to develop good study habits like time management and organisation skills.
· Read Together: Schedule regular reading time together. Choose books that are both enjoyable and stimulating for your child's age group.
Emotional and Social Development
· Quality Time: Dedicate quality time each day for focused interaction with your child. This could involve playing games, talking about their day, or simply enjoying each other's company.
· Open Communication: Encourage open communication. Listen actively to your child's feelings and concerns.
· Show Appreciation: Regularly and wholeheartedly express your love and appreciation for your child.
· Model Christian Values: Live a life that exemplifies the Christian values you want to instill in your child.
· Teach Empathy and Compassion: Look for opportunities to teach your child about empathy and compassion through everyday situations and volunteering activities.
· Develop Social Skills: Encourage your child to build healthy friendships and participate in social activities.
Family Fun and Bonding
· Family Meals: Make mealtimes a shared experience. Engage in conversation and avoid distractions like electronics during meals.
· Family Game Nights: Schedule regular family game nights for laughter, quality time, and building positive memories.
· Movie Nights: Choose family-friendly movies that promote positive values and have discussions about the themes afterward.
· Outings and Activities: Plan outings and activities that cater to everyone's interests. Explore nature, visit museums, or participate in local events together.
· Service Projects: Volunteer together as a family for charitable causes. This builds a sense of community and teaches the importance of giving back.
Household Chores and Responsibilities
Age-appropriate chores can instil a sense of responsibility, teach valuable life skills, and contribute to a well-functioning household.

· Younger Children (5-8 years old): Make beds, put toys away, help with setting and clearing the table, dusting, sorting laundry.
· Middle Childhood (9-12 years old): Vacuum, sweep, pack and unload the dishwasher (or wash dishes), take out trash, feeding pets (if applicable).
· Teens (13+ years old): Mow the lawn, work in the yard, clean the bathroom, assist with meal preparation, laundry duties.
Remember, consistency is key! Assign chores, provide clear instructions, and offer praise and encouragement for completing tasks.
This checklist is just a starting point. As your child grows, their needs and interests will change. Be flexible, adapt accordingly, and most importantly, enjoy the journey of parenting!
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